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Students in Colby Skoglund’s  Robotics class competed in the UVM Aiken Challenge hosted 
by the College of Engineering Mathematics and Sciences (CEMS) this past Saturday.  Three 
of the four teams placed in the top 10 with over 20 teams competing from across VT and NH!  
The “Ping Pong Pose” took home 1st place after four rounds of competition!  

This year’s challenge required students to work in teams to design and construct a device to 
launch ping pong balls in to a variety of different sized targets.  In addition to collaboration 
and problem solving, students also prepared a presentation to communicate their solution 
and share the challenges they encountered in the design process.

Ping Pong Posse - 1st Place
Kale Tornwini
Ethan Tebsel

James Markley
Ali Afridi*

BHS takes  1st  Place in Engineering Competition

Big Ballers - 8th Place
John Tran

Niels Arentzen
Finn Rahill*(remotely)

Suberbotics - 10th Place
Tien Vu

Ethan Herrick
Darpan Dahal
Logan LeBeau*

The Lollipoppers
Isha Ibrahim

Princess Morales-Watkins*
Brandon Jordan*



 
 

Meet Tom Cummings!  
 
Position: Burlington High School Special Educator 
 
Fun fact: I received my BA in Music 
 
Schools attended: University of Vermont  
 
Interests: Golf and Motorcycles 
 
Favorite quote: “The difference between a successful person and others is not a lack of strength, not 
a lack of knowledge, but rather a lack of will.” 
 
Influences/mentors: My mother 
 
 



 
 

Meet Jason Raymond!  
 
Position: Digital Media Lab Teacher/ Outreach Coordinator, BTC  
 
Fun fact: I have been in all 50 states in the US.  
 
Schools attended: University of Texas, Austin, Bennington College, Eastern Michigan University, University of 
Arkansas 
 
Interests: film, electronic music, ice hockey, soccer, cooking 
 
Favorite quote: "When Nothing is Sure, Everything is Possible"....Instagram 
 
Influences/Mentors: Rainer Fassbinder, Kurt Vonnegut, Fellini, Peanut Butter Wolf (producer), Spike Lee, Chris 
Marker 
 
Anything else you would like share: I was born in Plattsburgh, NY and lived in Champlain, NY for my first two 
years. I have not lived in this region since that time. I am eager to explore the area and I welcome any and all ideas of 
things to see, folklore, and/or good places to eat.  
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2018 Year End Studies (YES) Session 
Overview 
The BHS Year End Studies session concludes each school year by offering all students of the BHS community exciting alternatives for 
learning.  These non-traditional courses expand student understanding and inspire new student interests. Intensive, interest-driven 
opportunities enhance enthusiasm for learning and strengthen relationships within BHS and the Burlington community. 
  

Length of Session 
Ten days of classes with an 11th day being a Presentation of Learning day (POL day).  The 2018 YES Session will run from Wed, May 30 
through wed. June 13, 2018.  The Presentation of Learning (POL) day will take place from 8:05-1pm on Wednesday, June 13, 2018. 
  

Options 
Students could opt to participate in: 

-  two half-day courses (morning/afternoon) 

-  one full-day course (9:30-2:15pm) 

-  travel learning experience including language and service learning trips (added cost to student) 

-  BTC class and one half-day YES course 
-  Independent Study – half or full day -  grades 11 and 12 only (restrictions apply, see Independent Study Guidelines) 

  

Registration 
Course descriptions will be accessible on the BHS website prior to registration.  An online registration form will be available for all students 
at the end of first semester.  Course assignments will be posted the end of March.  There is no add/drop period for YES classes. 
  

Attendance 
Students must attend and participate in the YES Session.  Students must attend 9 of the 10 days of the YES course classes to receive credit. 
All students must participate in the Presentation of Learning (POL).  Reminder: The YES session is an intensive 10-day session and part of 
the academic school year, please schedule all appointments before the start of YES or in the afternoons after 2:15pm. Please plan family 
vacations after the last day school Wed., June 13th. 
  

Schedule  
8:00-9:15 Credit Recovery  
9:30-11:30 Morning Course Full-Day Courses run 9:30-2:15 and include a lunch break. 
11:30-12:15 Lunch 
12:15-2:15 Afternoon Course 
2:30-3:30 Credit Recovery 
  

Grading 
Credit/No Credit 
  

Graduation Requirement 
Successful completion in YES Session for each year at BHS is a graduation requirement.  A special note to seniors:  Seniors who fail to earn 
YES Session credit will NOT be eligible to attend the graduation ceremony or receive their diploma.  The senior must successfully complete 
a YES Session option for credit recovery (see section below). 
  

Options for Students Who Do Not Earn Credit for the YES Session 
Students who fail to earn YES credit, can recover the YES Session credit by successfully completing one of the follow: 

-To enroll in a college course through College Connections (grades 10-12) 
-Attend an academic camp or institute 
-Community Service (These hours would not count towards the 40hr graduation requirement.) 
  

Credit Recovery 
Credit Recovery is for students who fail a course during the regular school year with an overall average of 53%-59%.  Credit for this course is 
earned pending teacher approval. 
  

BTC Students 
Students participating in BTC programs will attend their BTC classes as regularly scheduled AND participate in one YES course.  For 
example, if you take a morning BTC class you will take an afternoon YES course. 
  

Questions? 
If you have questions or concerns about the YES Session you may email the YES Coordinators 
Colby Skoglund and Gretchen Muller at:  yes@bsdvt.org 
 



 





SEAHORSEPRIDE 

BHS BOOSTERS is now BHS SEAHORSEPRIDE 
                 

SEAHORSEPRIDE 
BHS Parent Volunteer Organization Supporting: 
BHS Students in Arts, Academics and Athletics  
 

All Are Welcome To Volunteer in Any Way! 
 
 
Help with School Support: Arts & Academics 
Cnt: Clare Wool  
email: clarewool@me.com  
 
Help with Music and Choral Dept. 
Cnt: Suzanne Garrity   
email: suzannemgarrity@gmail.com 
 
Help with Sponsorship/Advertising  
Cnt: Chris Hood 
email: chood@cssu.org 
 
Help with Winter Sports Concessions 
Cnt: Jennifer Woods  
email: jenniferwoods173@gmail.com 
 
Help with Athletic Team Yard Signs  
Tammy Kuypers  
contact: kuypers5@yahoo.com  
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