




 
 

Who? 
○ Students (grades 9-12), BHS teachers & parents/guardians 

 
What? 
○ BHS’ fourth annual Student Sleep Out for Spectrum.  
○ The Sleep Out raises awareness of youth homelessness.  
○ Participating students must raise money for this cause. 
○ Permission slips are due by Friday, March 16.  

 
Where? 
○ Buck Hard Field 

 
When?  
○ Friday, March 30 at 7pm until Saturday, March 31 at 7am 

 
Why? 
○ Students not only earn community service, but they also 

participate in BHS’ most successful community outreach 
event.  

 
How? 
○ Contact Ms. Dupuis (fdupuis@bsdvt.org) for more 

information about how to participate. 
○ Ms. Dupuis welcomes parents/guardians as chaperones!  

mailto:fdupuis@bsdvt.org


. 

mailto:Fsalese@bsdvt.org
https://www.gofundme.com/bhs-scholars-bowl-trip-to-nationals
https://www.gofundme.com/bhs-scholars-bowl-trip-to-nationals


https://usskiandsnowboard.org/events/2018-junior-national-cross-country-championships


https://www.google.com/maps/place/Elley-Long+Music+Center+-+Saint+Michael's+College/@44.5054087,-73.1498319,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x7c42b50f6521189b?sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjv-dXnxunZAhXNtlkKHTkPDTIQ_BIIfTAK
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/poetry-out-loud-vermont-state-finals-tickets-42883112544




Northern Unified Basketball Schedule 
Championship target date: 5/10/18 

Practice can begin 2/19/18, games begin 3/19/18 
 

Teams: Bellcate, Colchester, MMU, Montpelier, Milton, CVU, Burlington, 
BFA St. Albans 

 
Game time will be 3:30, except for Burlington and MMU which will start at 

3:45 



  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf37S9oERV8N86sQJ_bnmqzLYD7iC0ga71fpihmmxu7guMdgw/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf37S9oERV8N86sQJ_bnmqzLYD7iC0ga71fpihmmxu7guMdgw/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf37S9oERV8N86sQJ_bnmqzLYD7iC0ga71fpihmmxu7guMdgw/viewform?c=0&w=1


 

 

 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/VV5EwPEIzMrw4V883
http://www.vsac.org/fpf
mailto:events@vsac.org
tel:(888)%20943-7301
http://www.giv.org/
http://neoti.vtvlc.org/conferences/


 

http://pjcvt.org/
https://www.facebook.com/events/349838698830580/








 
 
 
 

BHS BOOSTERS is now BHS SEAHORSEPRIDE 
                 
SEAHORSEPRIDE: BHS Parent Volunteer Organization 
Supporting BHS Students in Arts, Academics and Athletics  
 

All Are Welcome To Volunteer in Any Way!  
 
Email us, let us know how you would like to help out BHS:  
seahorsepride@gmail.com 
 
 
Help with School Support: Arts & Academics 
Cnt: Clare Wool  
email: clarewool@me.com  
 
Help with Music and Choral Dept. 
Cnt: Suzanne Garrity   
email: suzannemgarrity@gmail.com 
 
Help with Sponsorship/Advertising  
Cnt: Chris Hood 
email: chood@cssu.org 
 
Help with Winter Sports Concessions 
Cnt: Jennifer Woods  
email: jenniferwoods173@gmail.com 
 
Help with Athletic Team Yard Signs  
Tammy Kuypers  
contact: kuypers5@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:seahorsepride@gmail.com
mailto:clarewool@me.com
mailto:suzannemgarrity@gmail.com
mailto:chood@cssu.org
mailto:jenniferwoods173@gmail.com
mailto:kuypers5@yahoo.com


Immigration Rights Information Session 
Questions about how the changes in immigration laws and policies will impact immigrants and              
refugees in Vermont? 

  

 

 

 

Representatives from the ACLU, the AALV, Senator Patrick Leahy's Office, Senator Sanders’            
Office, Representative Welch’s Office, and Vermont Attorney General’s office will be there to             
answer your questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

A FREE Community Dinner sponsored by the  

BHS International Club and the BSD EL Department right after  

 

Wednesday, March 28th  

5:30 PM-7:00 PM  

Burlington High School Cafeteria  

52 Institute Rd, Burlington, VT 
Interpreters: Arabic, Somali, Maay Maay, Nepali, Karen, French, and Swahili 

This event is meant to serve as an information session about the practical effects of the 
Executive Orders and Federal Court rulings on recent immigrants 

Sponsored by Vermont Legal Aid and the Burlington School District  



Risky Business 
Michael Nerney

Wednesday, March 28th 
from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

Why Adolescents Love Risk-Taking, 
and How We Can Help Manage It

Please join
for an evening with 

Research on the adolescent brain clearly demonstrates that 
teens perceive and process risk assessment in ways that are 
remarkably unlike adults. Mr. Nerney will offer new ways to 

think about and address adolescent risk reduction.

All are welcome to attend this free 
event at Hunt Middle School 

Childcare available (upon request): emily@Burlingtonpartnership.org

Visit: ParentINburlington.org or Facebook/parentinburlington



Honoring Isaiah Hines 
and Muslim Girls Making Change 

Social Justice Activist  Award Celebration

Thursday ,  March 15 ᵗ ʰ ,  2018  
5 :30-9:00 pm 
ECHO Center  

1  Col lege  St ,  Burl ington,  VT 
 
 Reserve your tickets NOW at pjcvt.org or purchase in store.  

Suggested donation $25, free entry for high school students. 
For more info email rachel@pjcvt.org. 

8ᵗʰ  Annual Ed Everts

Chili buffet, cash bar,  
silent auction, and dance party 

with DJ Brunch and 
Crystal Jonez. 

Students of Color Speakout Mural, PSU.



 

Proficiency-Based Learning 
at Burlington High School 

 
 
What is Proficiency-Based Learning? 
Proficiency-based learning is a system that provides more accurate, consistent, and 
meaningful information about student progress than traditional learning systems. 
Other names of this system include: standards-based, mastery-based, and 
competency-based learning.  In a fully PBL system students are assessed on their 
understanding of the content and skills covered in a particular class.  Most of the grade 
is based on demonstration of knowledge of specific learning targets or proficiencies, 
therefore a student’s grade is a very accurate representation of what a students knows 
and can do. 
 
The goal of a proficiency based system is to provide an accurate portrayal of student 
learning and to encourage master of content and skills through plenty of practice and 
ample feedback.  There is an emphasis on growth, and thus students are provided 
remediation supports and opportunities for reassessment to show a higher level of 
understanding. 
 
Grading / Reporting System 

Teachers use Canvas and PowerSchool to communicate progress.  Canvas 
is the learning management system and allows teachers and students to 
communicate in an online classroom.  PowerSchool is used to 
communicate grades four times throughout the year.  The District  is 
working on creating the Proficiency-Based reporting system.  Until then, 
teachers are reporting and calculating traditional grades.  Calculation 
methods will continue to vary by course.  Expect to see an invitation for 
parent/guardian input in the coming weeks! 

 
What words are used to describe my child’s progress toward a learning standard or course 
proficiency? 
 
Exceeding:  the student demonstrates deep understanding of the standard by 
applying and adapting to authentic, atypical, more complex, or unpredictable 
situations. 
  
Proficient:  the student independently demonstrates competence in the 
standard.  They have sufficiently demonstrated their understanding. 
  



Approaching:  the student demonstrates basic understanding of the standard either inconsistently, 
only with supports, or incompletely.  More targeted practice is required. 
  
Beginning:  the student does not yet demonstrate understanding or demonstrates a limited 
understanding of the standard.  Serious remediation is necessary. 
  
Insufficient evidence:  the student has not provided enough evidence to accurately measure 
achievement of the standard. 
 
Not Yet Assessed:  Though students might be working on a skill, they may not be ready for 
assessment of that skill yet.  This lets family and students know that they will be expected to learn the 
skill or content eventually. 
  

 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Are grades going away?  No.  Grades will continue to be used at Burlington High School for the 
foreseeable future.  How those grades are reported to students and families will change gradually. 

  
Will the school still compute a grade point average (GPA)? 
Yes.  Proficiency-Based Learning is a change in how the school 
communicates about learning.  It is still possible to compute a 
GPA and BHS will continue to do so. 
  
Why isn’t every teacher doing proficiency based learning 
exactly the same way?  Teachers have never computed grades 

in exactly the same way.  Neither have they had similar policies in classroom routines or policies. 
Faculty are currently discussing ways in which they might standardize some aspects of their routines 
and practices in order to simplify the experience for parents and students. 
  
Will competitive colleges accept a Proficiency-Based diploma? Yes.  Colleges 
have been accepting proficiency-based diplomas for a long time.  Many, 
including Harvard and MIT, have publicly stated their support for 
proficiency-based diplomas.  For information on PBL and colleges, see these 
resources: 
Proficiency-Based Learning Beneficial for Students, Rebecca Holcombe, Vt. 
Secretary of Education 
How Do Colleges View Proficiency-Based Transcripts?, New England 
SEcondary School Consortium 
  
How does a student earn credit in a Proficiency-Based course? Teachers are 
figuring out the school wide answer to this question right now.  For 2017-2018, 
students must earn a 60% or higher. 

http://education.vermont.gov/oped/opinion-proficiency-based-learning-beneficial-students
http://newenglandssc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/NESSC_Briefing_NO16_College_Admissions_Know_More.pdf


  

GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
Formative Assessment:  Refers to a wide variety of methods that teachers use to conduct evaluations 
of student comprehension, learning needs, and academic progress during a lesson, unit, or course. 
Generally these are small, short assessments done during the learning process to check for 
understanding, give feedback, and make adjustments to the learning process. 
  
Course Proficiency:  A skill or essential knowledge which students must consistently demonstrate by 
the end of the year in order to earn “credit” for the course.  These are the course standards.  Students 
have as many attempts as they need to meet the proficiency.  Ideally, these should connect to the 
Content-Area Proficiency Based Graduation Requirements or the Graduate Expectations. 
  
Learning Target:  These are the “sub-skills” or “stepping stones” to achieving a course proficiency. 
Instruction is provided on each learning target.  Learning targets are assessed in both formative and 
summative assessments.  
  
Practice:  Work that is key to student learning and the instructional process.  This work allows for 
mistakes and encourages students to try new skills.  It is generally not used in the overall evaluation 
of a student’s achievement. 
  
Relearning:  Extra practice and support are provided when students do not meet proficiency on a 
course proficiency assessment.  This is sometimes provided in class, sometimes asks students to 
complete work on their own, and is often provided during callback (M-Th, 3:00-3:30) after school. 
  
Summative Assessment:  Used to evaluate student learning, skill acquisition, and academic 
achievement.  Usually at the end of a defined instructional period and used to determine a student’s 
level of proficiency. 
  
  
 


